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Meet some of 
BIHMST sports  
correspondents

 William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIH MST Travelers, join  
correspondents 

William M. Larsha, Jr. 
 and 

Ashley Braun Gendek  
in their sports 

coverage of University of 
Memphis Tigers, Memphis 

Grizzlies, Memphis 
Redbirds,Tennessee Titans, 
Southern Heritage Classic,  

World Golf Championships-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational ,  

Soccer, and 
much, much more on  

The Mid-South Tribune  
and the Black 

Information Highway at 
www.blackinformation 

highway . com 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

Jalen Duren Named AAC 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Center 
of Year Award ... see sports 
page 4 

*** 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kari 
Whitehead Profiled 

see sports-military page 2 
*** 

Grizzlies Partner with  
SpotOn ...see sports page 3 

*** 
Boxer Evan Holyfield  Part-
ners with  Hemp Company 
for Wellness  
see sports page 4 

*** 
 Bassmaster’s Bowes Pro-
moted... see sports page 3  

*** 
Grizzlies Partner with Slim 
& Husky’s Pizza Beeria 

see sports-ent. 5

Project 21 joins many faith leaders,  
lawmakers, others in support of 
coach’s right to pray after games 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Calling 
the firing of a high school foot-
ball coach who prayed alone on 
the field after games an "overt 
hostility to personal religious 
practice," the Project 21 black 
leadership network joined with 
former Vice President Mike 
Pence and other leading conser-
vatives in asking the U.S. Su-
preme Court to accept a case that 
could help protect the freedom of 
public officials to practice their 
faith without fear of punishment.  
 Personal religious expressions 
and practices are a normal part of 
most people's lives, and are pro-
tected by our Constitution," 
noted Project 21 member Donna 

 Three teams awarded grant 
funding to advance their hel-
met designs and technologies 
 
Helmet Challenge submis-
sions achieved up to 13% im-
provement over the current 
top-performing football hel-
met 
 
NEW YORK, N.Y. -October 25, 
2021) – The National Football 
League (NFL) announced the re-
sults of the NFL Helmet Chal-
lenge, a $3 million competition 
designed to accelerate helmet 
performance and safety for NFL 
players. After two years of work, 
13 teams made up of experts in 
biomechanical engineering, ma-
terials science, additive manufac-
turing, and current helmet 
manufacturers submitted their 
new helmet prototypes for labo-
ratory testing and evaluation by a 
judging panel. Three teams – Im-
pressio, Kollide and Xenith – will 
receive $1.55 million in grant 
funding to advance their innova-

 MEMPHIS, TN– The Memphis 
Hustle announced  that Head 
Coach Jason March’s coaching 
staff for the 2021-22 season has 
been finalized. Assistant Coach 
Michael Joiner returns from last 
season’s staff while the team also 
hired T.C. Swirsky, Deividas 
Dulkys and Mariah Chandler as 
assistant coaches. 
 March enters his third season as 
head coach of the Memphis Hus-
tle and his 12th with the Mem-
phis Grizzlies organization. 
March has led the Hustle to a 32-
24 record (.571) in his first two 

NFL Helmet Challenge raises 
the bar for helmet technology 
with over a million in grants 

Jackson, a seminary graduate. 
"The food restrictions of Jews 
and Muslims are based on reli-
gious principles. Does this mean 
a Muslim public school teacher 
can be fired for declining pork at 
a school event? Private expres-
sions of faith aren't what we do; 
they are who we are. Expecting 
us to distance ourselves from our 
beliefs not only deprives us of 
our rights, but also deprives us of 
our humanity." 
 In the case of Joseph A. Ken-
nedy v. Bremerton School Dis-
trict, the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled against former 
coach Joe Kennedy, who was 
suspended and later fired because 
he had allegedly been 
"engag[ing] in demonstrative re-
ligious activity" while "on duty." 
Coach Kennedy had prayed 

Please sports page 2

tive designs and technologies and 
to help their products get onto the 
field as soon as possible. The 
newly awarded $1.55 million in 
grant funding is in addition to 
$1.37 million granted last year to 
help teams create their helmet 
prototypes. 
 NFL Helmet Challenge submis-
sions achieved up to a 13% im-
provement above the 
top-performing helmet currently 
worn in the NFL, based on the la-
boratory testing the NFL and 
NFLPA use to test and rank hel-
mets each year. This rate of im-
provement represents more than 
four times what is typically seen 
annually in new helmet designs. 
 The judges selected awardees 
based on the helmet's ability to 
reduce the severity of impacts, 
how novel and promising the 
technology, and likelihood that 
the helmet will be used in the 
NFL. While the Helmet Chal-
lenge judging panel offered grant 

Please see sports page 4

“Personal religious expres-
sions and practices are a nor-
mal part of most people's 
lives, and are protected by 
our Constitution," noted 
Project 21 member Donna 
Jackson, a seminary gradu-
ate. "The food restrictions of 
Jews and Muslims are based 
on religious principles. Does 
this mean a Muslim public 
school teacher can be fired 
for declining pork at a school 
event? Private expressions of 
faith aren't what we do; they 
are who we are.

Head Coach Jason March 
finalizes coaching staff for 
2021-22 Memphis Hustle

seasons as head coach of the 
Grizzlies’ NBA G League affili-
ate. The Frostproof, Fla., native 
was named NBA G League 
Coach of the Month in November 
2019 in his first month on the 
sidelines, and seven Hustle 
players have earned NBA call-
ups during his tenure. 
 Swirsky joins the Hustle coach-
ing staff after spending two years 
(2019-21) as the head video co-
ordinator for the Memphis 
Grizzlies. The Chicago native 
previously served as assistant 

Please see sports page 4

MEMPHIS, TN. – The Univer-
sity of Memphis football game 
against No. 19/16 SMU on Sat-
urday, Nov. 2 is scheduled for an 
11:00 a.m. CT kickoff at Liberty 
Bowl Memorial Stadium in 
Memphis, Tenn. The game will 
be televised nationally on 
ESPNU. 
 Tickets for Memphis Football 
are on sale and can be purchased 

Memphis-SMU game set for 
11 a.m. kickoff on ESPNU

online at 
www.GoTigersGoTix.com or by 
calling (901) 678-2331. 
  
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media chan-
nels on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. 


